Financial and school reports of the town of Francestown, N.H., together with vital statistics for the year ending January 31, 1929. by Francestown Town Representatives
. A ^ 7
Annual Reports
of the Town Officers
FRANCESTOWN, N. H.




TRANSCRIPT PRINTING COMPANY PETERBOROUGH, N. H.
Digitized by tine Internet Archive
in 2010 witii funding from












TRANSCRIPT PRINTING COMPANY - PETERBOROUGH, N. H.
Town Officers
Moderator, Fred A. Pettee.
Town Clerk, Charles S. Vose.
* Selectmen, Merrill J. Dodge, Leon E. Hoyt, John B. Case,
George R. Smith.
Treasurer, Carroll F. Clark.
Tax Collector, Lillian G. Bixby.
Board of Education, Elsie B. Pettee, Carroll F. Clark,
Forrest E. Nichols.
Auditors, Frank W. Jones, Fred A. Pettee.
Highway Agents, Carl D. Abbott, Clarence C. Jones,
Arthur J. Miller, Joseph H. Chandler, L. E. Dow.
Supervisors, Rodney G. Mills, George F. Lowe, Joseph H.
Chandler.
Overseer of Poor, James T. Woodbury.
Trustees of Trust Funds, Fred A. Pettee, Henry T. Miller,
Rodney G. Mills.
Library Trustees, Julia M. Sample, Fidelia C. Bixby,
Rosa Prescott.
BUDGET OF THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditures for the Ensuing
year, January 31, 1929 to January 31, 1930, compared with
Actual Revenue and Expenditures of the Previous year,
January 31, 1928 to January 31, 1929.
Actual Revenue
Actual Revenue Estimated
Sources of Revenue Previous Year Revenue Ensuing Increase Decrease
1928 Year 1929




Temporary loans 2,732 13 3,000 00 267 87
Total revenues $9,362 19 $8,537 16 $366 56 $1,191 59
Amount raised by
Property Taxes: $13,748 79 $13,748 49




Statement of Tax Collector
Committed by Selectmen $14,088 79
Extra taxes 20 00




THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Francestown in the
County of Hillsborough in said State, qualified
to vote in Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at Town Hall in said
Francestown on Tuesday, the Twelfth day of March next, at
Ten of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following
subjects:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year
ensuing.
2. To raise such sums of money as may be necessary to
defray town charges for the ensuing year, and make appro-
priation for same.
3. To see if the Town will elect patrolmen for the New
Boston Road, Turnpike, Bennington Road and Greenfield
Town road and raise and appropriate a sufficient sum for
the same.
4. To see how much money the Town will vote to raise
and appropriate for highways.
5. To see if the Town will vote to accept state aid and
raise sufficient money to procure the same.
6. To see how miuch money the Town will vote to raise
and appropriate for the observance of Memorial Day.
7. To see if the Town will vote to authorize the select-
men to borrow a sufficient sum of money to defray current
expenses in anticipation of taxes.
8. To raise eleven hundred dollars to pay serial note T-2
when due.
9. To raise sufficient money to pay interest on borrowed
sums.
10. To see if the Town will accept the contribution of
fifty dollars from Miss Sarah Perkins and raise and appropri-
ate the balance, three hundred and fifty dollars for the pur-
pose of co-operating with the state in the control of White
Pine Blister Rust.
11. To see if the Town will raise and appropriate money
for the purpose of wiring the town buildings for electric lights
or pass any vote relating thereto.
12. To see if the Town will vote to sell to the Masonic
Lodge the building now occupied by them or take any action
relating thereto.
13. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the old
road leading from a point near the so-called Arthur J. Miller
place to a point on the road leading to S. W. Winslow's place
or take any action relating thereto.
14. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
Given under our hands and seal this twentieth day of










S. Fraser, M. D., returning births
and deaths
Upton & Whitcomb, bridge plank
George H. Stone, cutting bushes
Dominion Signal Co., warning signs
E. A. Smith, bridge plank
Upton & Whitcomb, bridge plank
George Stone, drawing bridge plank
Wallace W. McLane, cutting bushes
Chas. Hoag, cutting bushes
L. E. Dow, cutting bushes
Carl D. Abbott, drawing bridge
plank
C. P. Trufant, repairing road tools
A. E. Holt, highway supplies
F. H. Colburn Co., highway supplies
Clarence D. Parker, work on tractor
J. N. Flanders, cutting bushes
7
Interest:
Souhegan National Bank, interest
on term notes
Chas. S. Vose, interest on temporary
loan
J. H. Chandler, interest on tern
porary loan
State Aid Construction:
Paid Carl D. Abbott, foreman
Indebtedness:
Souhegan National Bank, term note $1,100 00
Chas. S. Vose, temporary loan 2,075 87







Payments to other Government Divisions:
State treasurer, state tax $1,236 30
County treasurer, county tax 960 60




C. D. Abbott, team and truck
C. H. Belcher, gravel
Financial Report of the Treasurer of the Town of
Francestown for the Fiscal Year Ending
January 31, 1929
Receipts:
Balance in treasury Feb. 1, 1928 $1,505 24
Lillian G. Bixby, Collector tax list,
1927 $8 17




REPORT OF LIBRARY TRUSTEES
Balance in Amoskeag Savings Bank
Mary Manning Fund, Feb. 1,
1929 $1,456 83
Receipts
Balance on hand March 1, 1928:
Souhegan National Bank $30 20
Cash 4 80
Town 100 00
Village Improvement Society 44 00
Interest on Mary Manning fund 66 02
Mrs. E. B. Hill 5 00
Mrs. Rosa M. Prescott 1 00
Sale of old paper 43
Library fines 13 32
Labor Day carnival 50 00
Total $314 77
Expenditures
Postage stamps $1 00
Money order 18
Desk supplies 30
Book labels 3 25
Kerosene, F. H. Colburn & Co. 2 05
Wood, George W. Putnam 16 00
Painting, E. O. Nason 10 00
Water rent 15 00
Ezra Meeker (book) 2 00
G. H. Tilden & Co. (books and sup-
plies) 6 65
G. P. Putnam Sons (books) 7 40
MacMillan Co. (books) 3 17
The Baker Taylor Co. (books) 4 57
American Library Asso. (book) 50
Magazines (2 yrs.) L. M. Bixby 28 00
National Geographic Society maga-
zine 3 00
Irene Dow Easton, cleaning library 5 00
Myrtie St. John, cleaning library 4 00
20
Lena Miller, arranging books
Charles Hoag, janitor work
Ada Bixby, acting librarian
Gladys Cilley, acting librarian
Rosa M. Prescott, librarian and jan-
itor
Julia M. Sample, librarian and jan-
itor

















Books Added to Library
Purchased
Rev. Thomas Billings
Mrs. 0. F. Carr
Mrs. G. Elliott
Miss Marion Gay
Mrs. E. F. Humphreys
Mr. Charles Lee
Mrs. Clarence Miller
Mrs. Cora A. Patch
Miss S. S. Perkins
Mrs. E. Place
Miss Julia M. Sample
Mrs. P. B. Wiley
Mrs. Sydney Winslow
























Financial Report of the Town of Francestoivn for the
Fiscal Year Ending January 31, 1929
Assets
In hands of treasurer $3,334 42
Due from State:
(a) Joint highway accounts, unex-
pended balances in State Treas-
ury 362 96
(b) Hedgehog bounties, 1928 11 40
Other bills due Town:
(a) Masonic Lodge, rent of hall 50 00
Taxes not collected: (a) Levy of 1928 341 75
Town histories 450 00
Bridge plank 350 00
Total Assets $4,900 53
Excess of liabilities over assets (Net
Debt) 3,147 00
Grand Total $8,047 53
Liabilities
Due to School Districts:
(b) Balance school appropriation $2,661 01
State and Town Joint Highway
Accounts:
(a) Unexpended balance in State
Treasury 362 96
(b) Unexpended balance in Town
Treasury 123 56
Long Term Notes Outstanding:
Tractor and snow plow 4,400 00
Balance in Town treasury for street
lighting 500 00





ted to collector, 1928 $13,748 79
Less uncollected, 1928 332 17
1. Property taxes current year,
actually collected $13,416 62
2. Poll taxes, current year, act-
ually collected, 165 at $2.00 330 00
3. Property and poll taxes, pre-
vious years, actually collect-
ed
Sale of lumber 20 74
Sale of Town histories 20 00
Total Receipts Other Than Cur-
rent Revenue $2,945 43
Total Receipts from all Sources $21,903 34
Cash on hand February 1, 1928 1,505 24
21.
53. Taxes paid to County
55. Payments to School Districts
Total Payments to Other Gov-
ernmental Divisions
Total Payments, for all Purposes








Town Hall, lands and buildings
FINANCIAL REPORT OF FRANCESTOWN SCHOOL
DISTRICT
For the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 1927
Ending June 30, 1928
Receipts
State Aid:
Equalization fund for elementary
schools (from state) $660 27
Income from Local Taxation
(raised by Selectmen)
Assessment required to meet school
board's March 1927 budget $5,125 00
Special Appropriation:
High School tuitions in excess of
March 1927 estimate 243 85
Total amount received from taxa-
tion $5,368 85
From sources other than Taxa-
tion:
Dog licenses (from Selectmen) $183 27
Sale of school house 166 22
Scholars' supplies
J. T. Woodbury, services as district
clerk 3 00




Donald Hopkins, treasurer Super-
visory Union $94 44
Truant Officer and school census:
Paid:
C. F. Clark $10 00
Expenses of Administration:
Paid:
Peterborough School District, cler-
ical services $11 12
Peterborough School District, Cen-
tral office expense 11 50
Mary L. Wallace, secretarial work 10 00
C. F. Clark, telephone 1 40
Mrs. Elsie B. Pettee, attending su-






World Book Company 13 97
Allyn and Bacon 4 92
American Book Co. 9 88




Ryan & Buker, Inc.
Peterborough School District, dust-
bane
Philip Morris Co., 2 cases towels
Francestown Elec. and Water Co.
water supply
Cheshire Chemical Co., Nibroc
Kraft towels
3
High School and Academy Tuitions
Paid:
FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE
FRANCESTOWN SCHOOL DISTRICT FOR
THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30th, 1928
Summary
SCHOOL BOARD'S BUDGET FOR 1929-1930
School District of Francestown
School Board's statement of amounts required to support
schools and meet other statutory obligations .of the district





Other expenses of instruction
Janitor service
Fuel
Water, light, janitors' supplies
Minor repairs and expenses




Salaries of District Officers (Fixed
by District)
Truant officer and school census
(Fixed by District)
Payment of tuitions in high schools
and academies (Estimated by
Board)
Superintendent's excess salary
(Fixed by Supervisory Union)



















Total amount required to meet
School Board's budget
State Aid (December 1929 allot-
ment) $1,045 63





Deduct total estimated income (not
raised by taxation) $1,120 63
Assessment required to balance
School Board's budget $5,095 81
Special Appropriation Proposed:
To see what action the District will take to provide a music
appreciating course in the schools.




To apply for state aid $2,984.87 must be raised for ele-
mentary schools.
36
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
To the Francestown School Board:
Two schools were maintained during the past fiscal year.
Total enrollment, 40. Total number of half days of school,
359. This is but one half day less than a full 180 day school
year. Average salaries for the teaching force were main-
tained so that the superior teachers could continue the work
so well begun. State aid remained at the same figure, ap-
proximately; but adjustments from previous years added a
sum sufficient to more than make up for all unforeseen costs.
The figure for the ensuing year of 1929-30 is $1,045.63 as
against $997.99 for the fiscal year closing last June.
In the year 1922-1923 Francestown was the 178th town out
of 252 in point of total expenditures for all school purposes.
That is, the total current expenditures for all items, elemen-
tary schools, high school tuitions, and all other current ex-
penditures were, in relation to the various equalized valua-
tions of the state, exceeded by 74 other districts. In 1928,
Francestown's total expenditures, on the same basis, were
exceeded by 104 other districts.
This is not an argument for increased school costs, but calls
attention to the policy of the school board which, within the
past three years, has increased the efficiency of the schools,
brought about suitable conditions of plumbing, and main-
tained the physical equipment of the schools without in-
creasing the appropriations for school purposes beyond a
safe and entirely reasonable figure.
Two new teachers are employed by the District this pres-
ent fiscal year. We believe that the intention of the town
is to support these teachers during the time while they are
adjusting themselves to the standards maintained by the
experienced teachers of the past two years, by extending
the same measure of friendship, and the same guiding and
helpful spirit which made possible the development of the
past three years.
During the past fiscal year there were but two cases of
tardiness. This compares with 108 in 1925, 37 in 1926, 25
in 1927.
Twenty-one children were transported to the schools.
The School Board held nine monthly meetings. The super-
intendent visited the schools 50 times, and there were 77
visits by citizens of the town.
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The instruction was of the high grade which has been ap-
preciated for two years, and the standards were still further
raised to introduce junior high school mathematics.
All grades met city school standards in the minimum
essentials. Music, drawing, and other activities were not
measured on standard scales, the small number of pupils
seeming to make the matter of measurement except for the
"Three R's," History, Geography, Grammar, and Spelling
not worth the added expense.
The per cent of attendance for the year was 96, being the
highest over a ten year period, with one exception, the year
1926-1927 recording a per cent of attendance of 97.
No school district rises higher than the will of the parents
and tax-payers to provide for the needs of children. This
does not mean the payment of money alone, but the support
of the educational forces by openly kind and encouraging
acts, and words.
The past year was a continuation of the enjoyment of the
teachers and superintendent in their service at Francestown,
and to the Board and the Citizens of the Town, we extend
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